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BOOK   measure more attractive to comfortable Conservatives than to
.    rc.   . any other class of the community.

1872-74. rj-,}^ Corking-class voters, angry and derisive when the Govern-
ment attempted the match-tax, were stale when it proffered to
abolish the income-tax.

Gladstone had swept off the crockery with the table-cloth.
By comparison with 1868 there was no heart at all in the Liberal
fight; and Disraeli came to the Premiership with a majority
as strong in effect as Peel's in 1841 and sure to be husbanded
more astutely.

Chamberlain's sulphurous language is not to be excused, but
his feelings are intelligible when he declares months later with
unallayed bitterness: "Anything would have been better than
the course actually followed. At a moment's notice the dissolu-
tion was resolved on. Mr. Gladstone promulgated through the
country the meanest public document that has ever in like cir-
cumstances proceeded from a statesman of the first rank."1

vm
Like other members and candidates he had to look to himself,
for he too was a candidate for Parliament, and in a breathless
week and a half his own electoral fate must be decided.
In the foregoing months, advanced Liberals in various demo-
cratic boroughs had urged him to stand. One strong section of
Radicals wanted him in Newcastle-on-Tyne; another in Notting-
ham; and he was offered a safe seat at Leicester. This latter in-
vitation he would have accepted had he not felt himself bound
in honour to another constituency.
On his first visit to Sheffield in May 1873 he found himself
singularly at home there amongst the Radical workmen. Re-
turning in September after his Fortnightly article he was received
as nothing less than a Prime Minister of the future. Advocating
complete liberty for Trades Unions and speaking of the law of
conspiracy as it stood, he said admirably, "there is nobody to
defend this law, although nobody does anything to amend it".2
1 Fortnightly Review, October 1874.    to introduce into the competition of
Undoubtedly Gladstone had offered    parties.
pecuniary gain for political support,       a Sheffield, September 22, 1873.
and it was not a desirable method